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Acorn Newsletter October 2021 

 
Editor, Ed Ward, 52 Shearing Hill, Gedling, Nottm. NG4 3GX Tel. 0115 9615477 edwinward@virginmedia.com 
 
Craig Watson writes 
“I have been given the awful task of announcing the death of my old friend Steve Littlewood by 
his family. 
  
As a few already know Steve was out on his bike in Derbyshire with a few club members when 
he unfortunately came down and hit his head on a kerb. Steve died at the scene. I know that the 
riders with him and two passing Doctors tried in vain to resuscitate him. 
 
My thoughts are with his wife Shelly daughters Victoria and Francesca at this sad time. Shelly 
has asked me to let you know about his death and details of his funeral will be posted following 
the coroner’s inquest.” 
 
(Llew Hancock also came down but after being checked in hospital, he is sore but without serious 
injury. It must have been a traumatic experience for the others on that ride. Ed) 

 
CLUB RUNS 
 
All Club rides meet at Lowdham War Memorial on three 
days per week. To cater for the less fit and for those 
easing back or getting into cycling I’ve started have a 
group doing shorter and easier rides. These meet at 9.55 
for a 10.00 a.m. departure on all three days. We now often 
have a café stop. Andy’s selfie shows a stop at the 
Wildflower Farm at Langar. 
 
The regular Club Runs often have a couple of groups catering for different levels of ability and 
depend on how many riders are out. These rides usually have a café stop 
 
Weds - meet 9.15a.m. - 35 to 50 miles or 9.55 a.m. – 20 to 30 miles. 
Saturday - meet 9.55 a.m. - 30 to 40 miles or 9.55 a.m. – 20 to 30 miles. 
Sunday - meet 9.15 a.m. - 35 to 50 miles or 9.55 a.m. – 20 to 30 miles. 
 
Note that from Sunday 7 November the main Club Ride starts at 9.45 a.m. for the winter. 
 
INTERACTIVE CAFÉ MAP 
 
To help you find a cyclist friendly café anywhere in the country have a look at Cafes - CyclingMaps.net. 
You can also submit any updates to a Facebook Group (18) Cycle Coffee & Cake Stops | Facebook 
 
Many of you know that the café at Southwell Garden Centre is so cycle friendly that cyclists automatically 
receive a 10% discount on their bill. There is plenty of bike parking space and a huge selection of cakes. 
 

Sherwood Cycling Club 
President: Mr Frank Beale 

 

Web site and Members' Forum:  
 www.sherwoodcc.org.uk 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Sherwood
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RACING NEWS 
 
Gary Kondor did 25:18 and Jo Corbett 26:10 in the Common Lane Occasionals 10 on 4 
September. 
 
Kevin Wood and his son Ben rode the VTTA 25 Champs on 5 September with Kevin doing 56:41 
and coming 5th on Standard with +13:51 and Ben doing 1:0:46. 
 
On the same day Giles White did 23:05 and Gary Kondor 25:03 in the Ratae RC 10 and  
Sam Cooke rode the Ilkeston CC Hill Climb up Holly Lane at Ambergate in a time of 4m 34.6s 
after riding out to the event and starting tired.  

 
Jo Corbett did a fine 1:05:12 in the VTTA 25 on 11 September and was fastest 
female and with a Standard of +14:27, then in the VTTA Championship 10 on 18 
September she was best in her age group and 3rd best woman in Standard with 
26:11 and +5:14. Kevin Wood also rode recording 22:57. Photo shows Jo receiving 
her Bronze Medal after the event. 
 
On the same day in the Sherwood Open 10 organised by Roger Widdowson 
who did an all-time pb of 21:54. Darren Perry did 22:24, Gary Kondor 
23:27, Kevin Humphreys 25:03 for a pb on a road bike and Howard Clark 
smashed hi pb with 27:04. It was a fast event with Junior Josh Giddings 
winning in 17:48 – a Junior Competition Record, I believe. 
 

CLUB 25-MILE CHAMPIONSHIPS 5 SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Club 25 Championships were 
incorporated in the ANDCC 25 on the 
Granby course and Kevin Wood (pictured 
left) was a convincing winner to take the 
Albert Sharpe Shield as Club Champion. 
 
Riding her first 25 Elaine Simpson (pictured 
right) was easily best on handicap to win the 
Halford Trophy. The excellent photos are a 
credit to Sherwood member in the sixties, 
Tony Jarrow. 
 
The ANDCC event included the Lighthouse Trophy for the best local team of 5 won again by 
Sherwood with Kevin, Giles, Ben, Llew and Roger. Kevin was also 6th fastest in the event won by  
Team Botrill’s Axel Dopfer in 52:43 and Elaine was second fastest female rider.  
Well done to our riders and thanks to Craig Watson for taking on the running of the event and to 
all the helpers without whom these events would not exist. The same goes for the Open 10 run by 
Roger. Craig and Roger helped each other in these events. 
 

Name Time H/C H/C 
Time 

Kevin Wood 57:29 Scr 57:29 
Giles White 59:23 1:45 57:38 
Ben Wood 1:00:04 3:00 57:04 
Llew Hancock 1:00:50 3:45 57:05 
Roger Widdowson 1:03:42 6:00 57:42 
Elaine Simpson 1:07:10 13:30 53:40 
Howard Clark 1:21:37 16:30 1:05:07 
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ONE COUNTY, TWO AUDAXES - SUE REVILL 
 

Saturday 4th September, chilly, overcast some showery rain forecast, possible sun mid afternoon.  
 
The Lincoln Imp Audax, category 100km (actual 112 km), anticlockwise, circular route, start 
and finish Reepham and Cherry Willingham Village Hall. We set off in good time to drive the 34 
miles to the start - about 6 miles NE of Lincoln. Good organisation by local Cycling UK group, 
with scout group providing drinks, cakes and biscuits. The first 17 miles were dead flat with about 
4 miles riding off-road along a renovated rail way - an elevated banked track between the River 
Witham and the South Delph Dyke. This is a foot/cyclepath, providing a lovely scenic route with 
plenty of information, observation points and sculptures. Early Saturday morning it was 
atmospheric with low mist over the water meadows and distant church spire, with an abundance 
of waterfowl nonchalantly grazing, diving and fishing. After leaving the path we skirted 
Horncastle. Riding on a narrow lane in a group with about 5 other riders towards Marsham on the 
Hill, there was an ugly confrontation with a close passing driver. Tempers flared and insults 
traded. Afterwards the two of us continued alone, forgot the 
fracas, just enjoyed the route. The altitude started to increase, 
from around minus 17 ft to approx 350 ft on undulating roads, 
we headed toward the one and only cafe stop/audax control at 
JJ’s café (photo R), Hagworthingham. Brevet cards stamped, 
cup of tea and cake we were off again (helpful, cycle friendly 
cafe owner, track pump available and cycle accessories for 
sale). The lumpy route led us to Tetford and the well known 
Official Midlands Climb at Tetford hill- rising from around 136 
ft to 436 ft, (Official measurement stats, average gradient 8.2%, 
vertical distance 263ft in 0.6 miles). AT the top left onto the 
Bluestone Heath Road for 3 miles of glorious views from the 
ridge, Lincoln city and the distinctive cathedral to the west, to 
the east the North Sea - though not clear enough for coastal 
sightings today. Left turn off the ridge and downhill towards 
Scamblesby and the River Bain valley, losing height, down to 
around 180 ft. Then a steady climb to 430 ft again - through 
Donington on Bain then Burgh on Bain until we reach Ludford 
Parva when we make the final left turn for a 17 mile gradual 
descent back to Reepham. We escaped the rain but didn’t take off the gilets until early afternoon 
when the sun finally made an appearance. Ride stats 70 miles, average speed 15 mph, 2034 ft of 
climbing, max altitude 456 ft. Who believes Lincolnshire is flat ? 

 

The Lincoln Wold Traverse 21 - Sunday 19th September. Overcast, warm, rain forecast for 
early afternoon. Anti clockwise, circular route starting from Legbourne (3 miles east of Louth), 
finishing at The Royal Oak Inn, Little Cawthorpe. Category 100 km. Since it was Paul’s birthday 
we decided to make a weekend of it, also avoiding a very early rise, we booked a two night stay at 
The Royal Oak. The Inn has the nickname ‘The Splash’ as it is accessed through a water splash 
on Watery Lane. The stream is part of the 7 springs that arise in the area, eventually running 
toward the criss cross of drainage channels that distinguish Saltfleetby. Since some heavy rain 

was forecast we dug out the winter bikes, completed some 
quick maintenance, strapped them onto the car and drove to 
Lincolnshire. The Sunday dawned 
warm, dry and bright with cloud and 
sun. The ride started at 9.30, riding 
Northward on quiet lanes on the 
coastal plain towards 
Tetney. Turning left before Tetney 

we passed through Grainby, and started to climb up to Wold Newton 
and then East Ravendale. The first 20 miles was fast and flat, altitude  



 4 

 
ranging from minus 20 ft to plus 13 ft ! A left turn off Beelsby Road to start travelling South 
toward Croxby, manned control at Swinhope (home-made Parkin cake handed out), then passing 
acres of farmed white poppies - medicinal morphine locals informed us. Gradual descent to 
Binbrook, for cafe stop and audax control at the B17 cafe. There were food, drink and ice cream 
stalls in the village as people milled around with sketch maps judging the scarecrow competition. 
Climb out of Binbrook and onto the Switchback - one steep climb followed by whizzing descent 
then straight into next steep climb and immediate descent. Continue undulating route reaching 
approx 450ft, and eventually turn onto the Bluestone Heath Rd . This is the ancient ridgeway 
route, descending N to S for over 20 km . Developed by Celtic settlers as a ‘drove road’, and later 
adopted by the Romans, it connected Wainfleet, Caister and Lincoln. Stunning scenery, quiet, 
magnificent views. Passing Cadwell Park, with the roar of racing motorbikes, we turn towards 
South Thoresby, and a final control at the Quarry (more snacks!). Final climb to Meagram Top, 
continue through Muckton with final descent onto Watery Lane and finish at The Royal Oak. 
Ride stats 62.7 miles, avg 13.6mph, 2116ft of climbing, max altitude 446 ft. One 5 minute rain 
shower! Excellent organisation, plenty of information and good to have manned controls again. 

 
CLUB KIT UPDATE  

Roger Widdowson has asked Impsport to open a “price window” to allow a bulk discount to be applied to 
purchases made on-line over the next few days.  

Club Kit Update - Pricing & Orders 
 

Login on to the ImpSport website - http://www.yourclubshop.co.uk - Club code SHWDCC1304.  Available in 
Registered Club, Training or TT designs: 

Fabric type T1 - Premium quality, comfortable fit 
Fabric type T2 - Race fit, specialist fabric, speed gains 
Fabric type T3 - Race fit, state of the art fabric technology 

Buy online from ImpSport and it’ll be delivered directly to you.  Then, email a copy of your invoice to me and you’ll 
be sent a Club cheque for 20% of the invoice value as your Club member rebate. 

SCC Cycling Stock Size No. 
Unit 
Price 

ProVision Bib Tights - no pad 1 S 30" waist 1 £10.00 
ImpSport      
BC Registered Bib Shorts M 32" waist 1 £40.00 
BC Registered T1 Bib Shorts M 32" waist 1 £53.28 
BC Registered T2 Bib Shorts L 34" waist 1 £72.00 
BC Registered T2 S/S Road Jersey L 40" chest 1 £63.36 
BC Registered Sportif S/S Road Jersey S Ladies 1 £33.60 
BC Registered Winter Jacket Mens Full Zip S 36" chest 1 £90.72 
Training Gilet Windproof S 36" chest 1 £46.56 
Training T1 S/S Road Jersey M 38" chest 1 £41.28 
 

ImpSport Size Guide - for the regular Club Jersey and T1, if you’re an M&S L, take an L at ImpSport.  For a more 
comfortable fit, size up 1 size in T1 or size up 2 sizes for T2 and T3, unless you like a race fit. 
 

John Church    Email: john.church.fca@gmail.com 
 
 

----------------------------------------- 

Contacts: (click on name to e-mail)   

Secretary, Trevor Adams, 21 Glendoe Grove, Bingham, Nottingham NG13 8SJ Tel. 01949 831427  
Treasurer, Martin Edjvet, 4 Teesdale Road, Sherwood, Nottingham NG51DB Tel. 07944 047450  
Membership Secretary, Howard Clark  212 Southview Road, Carlton, Nottingham NG4 3QU Tel 0777 5768400 


